[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Proposal Project –CJ Research Methods
As explained in the syllabus, this semester-long project will be completed in several phases, summarized below.  More specific instructions for each phase are provided in separate documents.  The entire project must be well-written and in APA format, per the guidelines in the syllabus.
1. Research Question/Topic Summary
In 2-3 paragraphs:
i. State your research question, and explain why you’re asking it 
ii. Provide a brief introduction of the topic
You must use at least 3 scholarly sources to develop your RQ and include them in an APA References list
2. Literature Review 
Write a thematic review of the literature that summarizes your topic area and analyzes the existing research on the topic.  More specific instructions are posted in Blackboard, and Chapter 3 in your textbook provides guidance.  Your Lit Review must be based on peer-reviewed research and scholarly work ONLY.

3. Research Proposal
You will propose a research design and describe methods and measures for answering your research question or testing your hypothesis.  You will peer review each other’s designs before submitting your final proposal to me.  
Resources:  Numerous handouts used in class and posted in Blackboard, as well as entire sections of your textbook are devoted to helping you refine your topic, write a question, and produce a literature review.
General Strategies (Ch. 3 in your text)
1. Start with a Source Document
After choosing your topic do a preliminary search for books and articles on it –Google Scholar or the library is a great place to start. Pick one or two to begin with and build your references list from there.  You may need to go back and find older sources in order to better understand the development of the topic area, and/or you may need to find more recent sources in order to make sure you are up-to-date on the latest research findings.
2. Choose the Correct Sources
You need to be selective, only academic/scholarly sources are acceptable and can provide you with reliable information.  Do not use blogs, non-government websites, or mass produced/generic sources like Wikipedia.
3. Use the Library
Be sure to utilize the research guides, citing and writing guides, online databases, librarians, etc. 
Reading a Journal Article/Summarizing your Sources
1. Read the abstract
a. This will tell you immediately if the article is relevant to you and whether or not you need to continue reading
2. Read the Introduction and Conclusion
a. This will tell you succinctly why the research was done, what the purpose was, and what the conclusions/results were
3. Read Necessary Sections- look for subheadings and key terms!
a. Take note of references used that you may need/want to further your knowledge and complete your literature review
b. Note what methods were used, what the results were, and whether or not there were any major limitations
c. What do you we still need to know?  Did the authors offer suggestions for future research?
4. Take notes!
a. Use a notebook or create a Word doc in which you summarize each of your sources so that when you sit down to write your literature review you have all of the information you need at your fingertips
General tips when skimming a book or lengthy report:  Read the first and last paragraph of each chapter.  When you need to go more in depth in a certain chapter, start by reading the first and last sentence of each paragraph.  This is a quick and easy way to find the exact information you need.
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